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stage history of "The Wild
THi: Is well defined; first

Bergen, Jnnuary 9,

ir, fecond, Copenhagen, Feibruury
1 8 S r. . third, Chrlstlunia, March 16,

's33, first Herman production, Iterlln, i

March 4, 1S91; first Kngllsh rroduc- - I

tlim, London, May 4, 1S94, at the Hoy-tlt- y

under auspices of the 'Independent
Theatre, with W. L. Abingdon us
llialmnr and Winifred l'raser as ird- -

Kirst Kngllsh production in New
York, March 11, 181 S, at the Plymouth,
under direction of Arthur Hopkins,
Mth Lionel Atwlll ad llialmnr and
Mme. NazimoVa as Ilcdvlu.

And there, between those para-- 1

zraphs, threads coincidence", for in the
audience at the Plymouth on last Mon- -

.

lay was W. L. Abingdon, the creator
ot mo liiatmar, wnue a scam
wo blocks away, at another New York
theatre, was Miss Kraser!

To take up the thread and Interv-

iew Mr. Abingdon upon "The Wild
Duck" then nncj now promised to be

n interesting task. In anticipation
vce pictured the original Kngllsh 7inJ-m- ir

balancing every speech of Mr. At-;!l- 's

with bis own Interpretation of
that same speech twenty-fou- r years
.U'O. One must be quite tactful during
il'.o Interview, therefore, and avoid all
possible comparison.

Mr. Abingdon's opening remark,
however, disarmed all tact.

' Atwlll's Hialmar is well nigh per--
-- as iienn'i as i ever couui wihn 's not nlJ. doing."

lo or to bo. This !rt the first time,' "Sut vour at u'.lV"
you I have seen the . xllt ono ttnv i,lt,' Mr Hopkins tele- -
tno viewpoint of the audience, ami it

.is ootn a joy and
dally delightful to leallze that the '

critics were of a later generation than
thn?o wo had to deal with in our pro-- j
du'tlon. were all there, our first'
m!it all tho Terfect Ibsenites, all
the imperfect Philistines, and the
intics Archer, Wilde,. Georgo Moore,
.'haw, sJcottand tho rest, who camo
; i to protest or to praise, ac-
cording to their own lights on Ibsen.

'The Independent Theatre, being
fn incommercial project, was at that
"me a very suitable sponsor for "The
Wild Duck.' In splto of all the roar- -
r.g farcical humor of buttery Hialmar,

the, play has never heretofore been
tik"n up enthusiastically, because of
iti Uek of an emotional role for a
iMdlng lady. So otir Kngllsh

many of whom were railroad-
ed Into fame by Hrddn or Xara or
KUida, have one and all passed both
i"ia and Hcdvig by, and influenced

ti production of the other plays by
IWn whii'h contain more exploitable
role." The Independent Theatre, how-ic- r

under tho leadership of Mr.
Orcln 'rtaa in a position to produce star
I'iajs or not, as it wished, und so come
!" first English production of 'The

VIM Duck.'
"Tho play was inimitable an-"- fr

to tlia Perfect Ibsenites, and a
fcallengft to their latent sens,o of hu-"-

u was as though Ibsen, glorying
i th pathetically serious Fouls who
'is:ted upon taking him overscrlous-h- "

flung them this farce tragedy and
"d 'Hero Is Grcpcru, tho truth
'"ker, who may be myt-clf- , or some
hr matter of fact scandalmonger:
'"e i Helling, mho may be myself or
'jhii other common sensible being. If
oj want to haggle over tho symbol-'--

nf the, two characters, go rl?lit
'"'ad and do it. If, however, you
"ni.i io put aside all tins worry over
r--

"CHEER UP!"
Charles Dillingham's "Cheer

Up'" at the Hippodrome is gay
with the introduction of new at-
tractions. Belle Story's return
to the big playhouse this past
week has brought a delicate bit
of Easter finery into the product-
ion, for no prima donna has
sver won so many admirers at
'he Hippodrome at has
Story. The exquisite costumes
worn by her and the two hun-flre- d

girls who assist in her two
sng productions are said to be
tare creations. Houdini contin-
ues to mystify and amuse with
ms two Hippodrome illusions,
the Berlo Sisters and Helen Os-bor-

'

enliven the aquatic spect-
acle with their new diving and
swimming divertissements, the
military and naval features are
constantly revised with additions
"t the transport scene, and the
Sjeai Sousa-Burnsid- e tableau

The Land of Liberty" provides
'thrill which makes a visit to the
blR playhouse especially memo-tabl- e

Although "Cheer Up!" is
approaching its four hundredth
P'esentation its popularity is
greater than ever before.

mc niul my mrssago rind enjoy Ironi-
cally Hlnpntlck farce, hero you arc!
At least I am proving that I know
liow not to tako myself ncrlouslyl"

TAKE IT FROM ALLA,

icci
sfe

kncftv, play from

uengnt.

They
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an

Miss

She-- Tnlfc. nf I.IMIr Ifrilvlar.
Somehow the worn phrases riml

catchwords that Imvo Interwoven the
crltlclsma of Mme. Niizltntmi In the
piiMt stalu n bit when they adorn an
Interview nowadays. In her present
role In "The Wild Duck" of Hcdvig,
us the dreamy, awkward child who
moves, 1llnkln, against the drab actu-
ality of the Kkdal studio, the actress
saya there Is nothing "sinuous," "ex-
otic" or "smoiilderlngly passionate."

"Why did you decide to play Hcd-rip-

was tho first question and the
Interviewer was quite aware that the
question was nn echo of the query of
many playgoers who cannot dissoci-
ate Mme. Nuzlmova from llctlda Qab-Ic- r

nnd llko roles and accept will-
ingly to unique n character In reper-
toire as little lletlvio.

The answer to the question, as It

,
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has been to many innovations on the
metropolitan stage within the last few
years, was "Arthur Hopkins."

"Suppose I tell you the way I came
to play Hcdvip" said Mme. Nazlmova
with her inimitable frank smile. "It

,i,0iied me one day and suggested my
playing llfdviii in The Wild Duck.
i Blli,j: vjo, 1 am much too old for
the parti'

"lie said; ' believe you can do
llcdvig, say what you will.'

"'Mr. Hopkins,' 1 said, very (irmly.
'Xo. I was asked to Play llcdviu ten
years ago, and atMliat tnme I said nn,
that I was too old to impersonate a
fourteen-year-ol- d 'child. Now, If ten
years ago 1 thought that, Judge, then,
whether 1 could play tho part now!'

"nut Mr. Hopkins quietly insisted
that he believed in my 'ability until at.
last ho shook my determination. Finally
I iald (this wus all over the telephone,
you know): 'I shall be willing to con-shi- er

It on one condition. Will you
forget that you have ever seen mc on
the stage that jou have ever heard
anything about mo nt all and let me
In turn forget that I have ever acted.
Let mc go back to the time when I was
graduated from school and tlrst went
on the stage: and let mc reud the play
to you exactly ad though I wero a. be-

ginner. Put me under the samo con-

ditions that you would a young ama-
teur coming unknown to your office,
and do not let anything influence you
except tho same opinion you might
form of the veriest applicant for su-

pernumerary parts.
"Mr. Hopkins agreed. I met him,

began reading the play to him, and at
the end of the first act he (,ald, 'That's
enough.' Then he overrode all my ob-

jection with his belief In mo that I
was capable of acting Hcdvig, What
else could I do except Justify his belief?
And that U the true story of how I
same to play In "The Wild Duck.'"

Homo day the amateur Interviewer is
going to hear the ther side of tho
story from Arthur Hopkins!

MR. SMITH'S WORK.

A Tribute From an Admirer ind
AKorlatr In War Work.

Tho following tribute to the late
Harry James Smith, the playwright,
who was killed In an automobile acci-
dent recently whito in tho service of
tho Hcd Cross, Is from the pen of
Hvclyn Gill Klahr, who had been as-

sociated with Mr. Smith in his work
since tho war began. Tub Sun appre-

ciates the opportunity to pay a tribute
t. tho talents of tho playwright whose
career has come to such a sudden and
truglo end:

It seems almost lncredlblo that plays
of types bo varied as "T'oi) Little
Teacher," nnd "A Tullor-Mud- o Man"
and "Mrs. Humpste.id-belgh- " should
bo the work of ono playwright. Versa-
tility, in the ordinary sense of the
word, does not account for it; but
there Is a twofold answer to the riddle:
Harry James wmltn couiq not. nave
written "Mrs. Bumpstead-Ielgh- '' In

this year or so, and were that play
produced now for tho first tlmo wo
would nut love It as wo did then, seven
years ago tills spring, It is something
tho war has done to us, wiping out,for
us all soits of secondary values. Old
Interests, that .seemed solid and perma-
nent enough in their day, have brokop
to pieces amid the wreckage of these
chaotic times: social satires, psycho- -

pathology, women who think they are
not haimv wltn their nusDanas. "wno
has time or heart," snld Harry James

Smith only a week or two ngo, "to
Dottier with that fort of thing now a- -
days, when mothers are saying good-b- y

to sons, und the best of our raqc
lie wounded and dying?" With the
universe apparently disintegrating
about us wo are left clinging, llko ship-
wrecked mariners, to n few stout spars
for safety kindness nndlduty and love
and patriotism. v

These few fundamental things that
nro left Usf ore to be found In "The
little Teacher"1 theso und democracy,

A great wave of democracy has
swept over us. The son of thV banker
Is In camp saluting the son of his
grocer as superior officer. The na-

tion's host of Idle women has disap-
peared overnight, and tho word "so-
ciety woman" has acquired a quaint,
obselete sound. There is In the ulr a
new fever for work and for service, and
the new class of workers, which used
to be tho leisure class, now Is happy to
lunch nt the most humble of places, If
that means getting back to work more
quickly, brushing elbows at cafeterias
and automats with the life long toller.
Suld one young thing, "It 13 very chic
to eat at Chllds now."

And the spirit of this Is at every
performance of "The Little Teacher,"
on both slde.i of the footlights. I have
not heard one person say that It Is a
pity that the charming little school
teacher should marry beneath her. On
the contrary, we all rejoice when rug
UOIT1PS UIICK. lMIUIllUKN 11IU1 a 1 t lift I II

and honesty and loyalty are the tilings
we caiv for not polish and cdn
cation and birth. And one man In
khaki Is ns good as the next. Then
there are those two youngsters whom
the little teacher takes home with her
to tho farmhouse where she boards,
because they are badly treated at home.
It doesn't really matter to the uudlencc
whether theyA-- e the children of tho
Sicilian womaW or not. if the play-
wright chose to confront us with a
lovely real mother In tho last net that
U his affair and not ours. Our af-

fair Is that they are little children and
bo are entitled to the rights of all chil-
dren, everywhere: shelter, kindness,
love. Belgium and France has pressed
that home to us. All the spectators are
In the fight for those children the
drygoods man from Kansas City, who
has never had any children, and the

j

LOUISE ALLEN
in " TOOT -- TOOT

woman from somewhere on Park ave-
nue who J reminded of her big boy In
tho officers' training camp by tho little
Andy of the stage.

This Is tho play Harry James Smith
could not have written ten years ago.
This la tho play half of us would not
have adored ten years ago. If hU
work Is different, we too are different.
He is en rapport with Ills times; he
is. moreover, llko the writer of folk
songs; he sings us; he does not sing
hlmsel",

"If I have a claim to any distinctive
place as a writer," he said in ills- -
cussing tho matter, "It's right here,
I've no desire to Imprint my peculiar!- -

ties, my personal whim or taste, my
separate self on my work. I can't feel
things that way. A master architect
doesn't snrend his name nil over his
nrlzo buildlnc. The bigger he Is the.
less ho cares about that. He deslens
the best building he can, anrt that's his
reward." And again he said. "An
architect must depend on the coopera-
tion ofj. hundred workers In different
capacities brlcklavers. stoanifltters,
glaziers. So must a playwright. The
electrician, tho wardrobe woman must
pull with tho play Just as loyally, as
tho star and tho management If yu
hope to put the thing across. A suc-
cess Is a triumph of cooperation und
tho author ought to bo very humble
about it proud of them, not of him-
self."

Thero Is, however. Incidental though
It may he, a highly Individual nnd

flavor about Mr. Smith's
comody. It Is tho "laughs" of the
play, to borrow tho vernacular of the
footlights, which mark the work as
tho playwright's own. give the unique
flavor and the effervescence nnd keep
tho sentiment from slopping over into
sentimentality.

There is no other playwright, .unless
it be Georgo Cohan himself who un-

derstands so well what wo Americans
laugh nt. He has written plays that
have not met with success, but I
doubt If ho litis ever written a "laugh"
that has not carried across. Kven
when more experienced heads than his
own have been doubtfully shaken
over certain comedy lines liefore the
play's production, when tho first night
came the laugh came, too, nt the right
moment, spontaneous, hearty und
American. Wo know how to laugh,
nnd laughter is our way of handling
social counterfeits snobs, social
climbers nnd pretenders.

American, that is what Jlfr, Bump-atead-Lcl-

is, ns well as the great
actress who played It and tho play- -
wrlgiit who wrote it. You feel that
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whether you were, born In a Harlem
flat or on a Montuna ranch. Mrs.
Klske, In speaking of Mrs. llump.itcnd-Leigh'- s

picture of llfj In Missionary
txop said: "I never saw a base burner
in my life, but whatever It Is 1 know
one would sit In front of It In stocking
feet eating n hunk of apple pio before
going to bed."

One day, In n mood
(which, according to him, Is the same
thing us saying he wns huvlng the
blues), Harry James Smith said that
there wus one phrase that seemed to
him to characterize his work with Its
ben and Its went, and that phrase
was "exquisite Mttilti'": a comment of
lively Interest, It seems to me, because
It was made by him about himself, and
yet not In the least Illuminating. It Is
true to this extent, that his work Is
always the work of a master crafts-
man, the texturo being perfectly able
.A n.n.,.1 I II O.t.W.tl,,,. 'I'll.
plot too and Its characters und their
motives all bear examination. Kvery- -

thing Is sound and reasonable and ra- -

tlonal. Ills plays are vehicles lor 1,11 '

fervid propaganda. Ills stories are not
the nnrruthes of morbid passions and

,nenic unoF.
Tkl. I. ll ..oil na fof ii u 11'

goes, but "exquisite nullity" noes uui
make lis laugh and cry at once and
torget the coal famine and the
plumber's bill.

'Kxquislte sanity" docs not put
HCil I I III UM III IIUU" U. Ill-ni- l 11$ i nfc

wlien tilings n.ive been going as wrong
as could be. "Kxqul Ite sinlty" d-- c ni
cover the whole ground of "A Tallor- -
Made Man." There is in that play phi-

losophy that puts the starch back Into
our spinal columns, undjt Is a philos-
ophy that we Americans can under- - '

btand nnd accept as another people
could not. For don't we know how,of- -
linn kA.. mt. l.nnnmn '

magnates and little country school
girls great ladles? Haven't miracles
like that always been a matter of dally
occurrence In this country of ours?

"A Tailor Made Man" Is a fairy tale,
though not a matinee fairy talc of
spangled fairies and talking nntmals
for children with mothers and nurses,
but of tailors and shipbuilders, for the
udults of a country that hasn't grown
up yet and refuses to grow up because
't prefers evel'lastlng youth and ever-
lasting enthusiasm.

Tills Is the play that is supposed to
have been "based" on the Hungarian
play of "The Well Fitting Dress Suit."
There is a tailor's assistant and a bor-
rowed dress suit In each play, and
there the similarity ends. With the
most zealous or the most eccentric
classification one could not possibly
put the two plays into the same cate
gory, tho ono a nasty play of Illicit
loves and intrigues, the other a clean
ami merry tale of a little tailor.

One wondered what Mr. Smith would
write next, when he would be able to I

take the time from patriotic duties ',

connected with tho Hcd Cross.
"I'd like to do a war play If they'd

let nie," ho confessed. "But not a
regulation war play. Something quite
unexpected."

On March IS, while in the Xorthwest
on a mission for the Ked Cross, Harry
James Smith, playwright and patriot,
lost his life.

A SELWYN NOVELTY.

it Will Be Found In "Itock-a-B- r
Babr."

," tho new musi-
cal play which Selwyn & Co. are to
present, is a play with nvuslc that Is
"different." Not only does "Hock-a-rty- e

I la by" have a real story to tell, but a
company of real actors has been en- -

maged to tell It.
In another respect, too. It is "differ-

ent " It has long been the contention
of tlie Selwjns that if they ever did
a musical play "Itock-a-I.ye Bain " Is
their first they would stnve for some- -

thing that would be different in every
resiKct from the usual or average
musical comedy. Tills statement even
Included the chorus.

"Itock-a-Hy- e Haby," strictly speak-
ing, has no chorus. True, it has scores
of girls as lieautltul ns could be
found, but they are more than mere
beauties. They can sing Jerome
Kern, who wrote the music, in-

sisted on that. They can act ICdgar
Allen Woolf, who wrote the book with
all tho small parts for wheh they
have been engaged, mad!- - a point of
that. And they are famed for the
usual things which are usually made
much of In extolling the merits of
Broadway choruses. '

"So far as wo knew." yaul Mr.
Selwyn, "there was not the slightest
reason why a rhoriis, In order to be
popular, should flm have to go out
individually nnd get themselves men- -

I noncu as corespondents or possess
refutations of any unpleasant nature,

"'f n choi j wax essential to the
success of a musical play and we
wouldn't have one if they hadn't uni
vluced us it waswhy should the
chorus be any different? We icfused
t0 admit that they need be. Wn were,
unwilling to believe that girls who

'crn expected to sing, dance, look
pretty and be nil vhaciousuess all tho
time need be any different from th
hundreds and thousands of oung girls
who were breaking In each year in
the straight dramatic field.

"Tho girls each having a small
part, I believe entitles them to being
slightly different from tlie chorus,
though they do appear an a chorus in
many of tho musical numbers - were
engaged mostly from tho dramatic

(IIIIIIIVVIallllllKl
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schools, Several others will make
their first stage appearance In 'ltock-a-Uy- c

IJuby' and one or two Imvo al-

ready had small parts In other pro-

ductions.
"Fortunately though, mind you, 1

do not think It an absolute) ewcn-tl- al

they ore without doubt among
the most attractive girls I have ever
seen on the stage. In their number
thero arc several who won Interna-
tional reputations for their beauty,
Xot to mention names here fur fear
of doing Injustice to others not men-
tioned, 1 might Bay that there are lit
least half u dozen girls who werq neen
In attractions in New York lust sea- -
son whose faces have appeared on
practically every magazine cover In
existence.

"Tho point I tvu trying to nuiUe, i

however, Is that we did not feel that
It was necessary to seek out girls to '

whoso names scandal had attached In
recruiting our company. The oung
women oi 'KncK-u-uy- o ll.iliy' are
ladles, every one of them, and mj far
us wc know there Is no reason whv
he cannot ,e , at he .sun,., time

'? J,lst ,UH 'lve '""1 ns any
1 "

, v , , I

. i,) V" .'.""V"" .V"'1 l
we have

.

" Kven hem nmiet bl.ig worthj

while, but soniethlng that Is decidedlyurer, , i- I" ih'iiiiiik .111.) Illliiu
so have we sought for this result than
In the personnel of our company of
player.-".-

HODGE FORGETS.

Ilutlll. luillcnct' Oiiiiiiit Alun.o
Do the Same.

"The most succe.-sfi- il actor of the
present day Is the one who has trained
himself to be utteily unconscious of
She presence of his audience while on
the stage." said William Ilodcru of "A
Cure for Cuinbles."

Mr. Hodge hnd been discussing the
nnlnt nf l, ..l.i I , ....v, vnu uiu suuuui us coninai eu i -
With tho modern follower nf IIih dne.
trlne'of naturalism In acting, of which

'

tlie star is an enthusiastic advocate.
"So many actors still cling to the bo -

lief that In order to ghe a successful
performance," continued Mr. Hodge, '

"they must feel out their audience and
study Its need, watching the effect of
evciy gesture and speicli. This is en- -
tlrely wrong it is a reile of the old '

days of acting, when an actor, to be
successful, had to exaggerate In a
most unnatural 'theatrical' manner,
ranting nnd shouting nil over the stage
like u spellbinder at a political meet-
ing.

"The development of naturalism did
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Zitelka Dolores in "See You

'Later, musical version of Paul
Potter's "The Girl From Rector's."

away with nil this, and the uctor of
'the present day does not 'feel out' his
audience; Instead, he feels out his

'character. To be successful ho must
forget the people out front. Ho must
devote his entire attention to u close
study of the character he Is playing,
He must not bo content with mere
memorizing of tho lines or the regula-
tion gestures ami stage business that,
go with his part. He must go deeper ,

into It study the character Itself,
striving always to learn all of its lit-

tle characteristics nnd peculiarities.
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Miller's Theatre, Forty-thir- d Street,
East Broadway, Easter
Monday with Henry Miller's Theatre

Company presenting "The Fountain
Youth," comedy Louis Evan Shipman.
The includes Henry Miller, Olive Tell,
Lucile Watson, Hilda Spong, Frank Kemble
Cooper, Lillian Cooper, Frank Sylvester,
Leslie Austen, Robert Ames, Lewis Sealey.

COHAN

BRYANT

THEATRE,

w.sti
SURE-FIR- E KHAKI CLAD HIT"

BASED RUPERT HUGHES'
MERRY FARCE "EXCUSE

tiik
IMIK'-- .

MAIIK-- i ItANUK.l)

FULL MELODY, PRETTY GIRLS
AND BULLY SOLDIER-BO- Y BUNCH

listen
to that cemeilv
commotion in

a. h.
of :uipiiirs

parlor
bedroom
and bath

l Ik'U ami tu.'ttU Mvntl
Mttll

moore & john cumbciland
thratTO. wtM VI strepublic
pup. math ne

40 St . of H'S'.FULTON ltntiHHiit Hitchcock
HIHt K liny tlnctz,

.Maliaffrn
NigMi Orcli.
Popular Price Mai. Wed. T.Oc to

BIG A WAR! NOVEU T4th AT BARGAIN PRICES

rock white
LET'S GO,,A.,ierma,

Asslstcil
loin Smltli A liuliih VimiIii
N. V. lef luti OnhrMrn

I'nif. J, Jlrtlw
mill

A BEAUTY CHORUS.

L JK A N T EC R j

ICLOBE M??VED(Wm'fni)&SAT

"It will Mm to sec how rap-Idl- y

ho In his chosen
and how many ho

Is able to make with his af-

ter he with It.
When tho uctor to feel out his

the audience begins to
out' tho actor, and," his

"you know the sad result."
Mr. Hodge is one of the few In tho
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Players, the run of tho play has been
extended for two weeks. Mme. Yonkn,
who Is to be the guest of the I'laycts
on their next bill, appearing as Halomc
In tho play of thut namo by Oscur
Wild', was kind enough to rearrange
her schedule In view of the great pop-
ularity of the Shaw play. The pre-mic-

of the new bill therefore will
be on Monday, April S,

SES

DAVID

For the benefit nf tho Iio4plt.il iimd
of the Society of American Magicians',
of which Hurry Hniidiul Is the presi-
dent, and of tho Showmen's I.eaguo of
Amerlcu a benefit will be given nt the
Hippodrome on the evening of Sunday,
April --'1. According to tho plans the
show largely will consist of magic acts
contributed by tho members of th"
Society of American Magicians who
totally are unknown to the publio.

Tho people nt large know such
magicians ns Houdini, Kellnr, Herr-
mann, sc., but they do not know the
bankers, engineers, the prominent
physicians and men In other walks of
life with whom magic Is a hobby and
who appear only on those, special
events of the Society of American
Magicians. A number of these nma- -
eurs In magic have In their homes

completely equipped theatres In which
tliey give private performances only,
nnd all of them have volunteered
their services for the Hlppodromo af-

fair on April 21. There doubtless will
be many Incredulous expressions of
surprise when Mr. Houdini announces
his complete programme for tho eve-
ning, ns It will Include men who never
were known us wonder workers save
In the lines of big business,

Tlie Shakespeare Playhouse an-
nounces that Walter Hampden will
appear In the title role of "Macbeth"
In the forthcoming production to lie
given at the Cort Theutrc for two spe
cial matinees, Friday afternoon, April
5, and Saturday morning, April 6,

Mr. Hampden's .lnfoii; was one ot
the most attractive, features of the nil
star cast of "Julius CVsar" presented
by the Shakespeare Playhouse for four
matinees ending yesterday; and his
Caliban in "The Tempest." given nt
the Century Theatre a year ago, Is alsu
recalled, These are the only Shake-
spearean roles In which he has ap- -
peared (n America, although he Is one
of thr liest known Shakespearian
players of the London stage. His
.1iiii.soii In "The Servant In the
House," the famous original cast. In

i which lie played throughout tho United
States, is the muit notable role in
which he has been teen In this cou-

ntry
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